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SUBJECT: SLFP WINS MULKIRIGALA BY-ELECTION 

REF: COLOMBO 2773 

1 . PRIME MINISTER BAND ARAN AIKE'S RULING SRI LANKA 

FREEDOM PARTY (SLFP) WON BY-ELECTION AUGUST 27 TO RETAIN NATIONAL 
STATE ASSEMBLY SEAT VACATED BY DEATH OF GEORGE RAJAPAKSE, 
MINISTER OF FISHERIES AND HEALTH. VICTOR IN JULKIRIGALA 
CONSTITURNCY WAS LAKSHMAN RAJAPAKSE.GEORGE'S BROTHER. 

WHO WON WITH 52.9 PERCENT OF VOTE COMPARED TO UNITED NATIONAL 
PARTY (UNP) CHALLENGER T.D. FRANCISKU'S 45.1 PERCENT. TWO 
INDEPENDENTS TOGETHER GLEANED ONLY 2 PERCENT OF VOTE. 

2. BOTH PARTIES HAD COPAIGNED VIGOROUSLY IN 
MULKIRIGALA AND THE SLFP HAD PUT ON A SPECIAL PUSH AFTER 
THE END OF THE NON-ALIGNED CONFERENCE. VOTER INTEREST 
WAS DEMONSTRATED BY HIGH 89.7 PERCENT TURNOUT. SLFP IS 
TRADITIONALLY STRONG IN THIS SOUTHER AREA BUT THE UNP 
HAD HOPED THAT THE VOTER TREND REFLECTED IN PREVIOUS 
BY-ELECTION S (NAME UNP VICTORIES IN ELEVEN BY- 
ELECTIONS SINCE 1970) WOULD CONTINUE. SLFP MARGIN 

IN THIS ELECTION (4,001) WAS SOME 2.000LESS THAN IN 

1970 DESPITE THE PRESENCE OF 11,000 NEW VOTERS ON THE ROLLS. 
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3. PRESENCE OF TWO INDEPENDENT CANDIDATES ON RAT, EOT 
THIS TIME SOMEWHAT COMPLICATES COMPARISION WITH 1970 
ELECTION. SLFP PERCENTAGE OF VOTE DROPPED 4.7 PERCENT FROM 
57. 6 PERCENT IN 1970 WHILE UNP INCREASE WAS ONLY 2.7 PERCENT, 
THE BALANCE GOING TO THE INDEPENDENTS, BOTH OF WHOM 
WERE RELATED TO THE SLFP CANDIDATE AND PRESUMABLY 
TOOK SOME VOTES THAT WOULD NORMALLY ACCRUE TO 
RAJAPAKSE FAMILY CANDIDATE. FAMILY SPLIT IS 
EXEMPLIFIED BY SUPPORT OF LATE GEORGE RAJAPAKSE'S 
MOTHER FOR SLFP CANDIDATE WHILE GEORGE S WIFE CAMPAIGNED 
FOR YOUNGER BROTHER NEIL RAJAPAKSE WHO, LIKE THE OTHER 
INDEPENDENT, FORFEITED HIS ELECTION DEPOSIT FOR 
FAILURE TO WIN REQUIRED MINIMUM OF VOTES. 

COMMENT: ONE CONSOLATION THE UNP DRAWS FROM THIS 
DEFEAT, BESIDES ITS INCREASED SHARE OF VOTE, IS 
PROSPECT THAT THIS RESULT WILL STRENGTHEN PRIME 
MINISTER BANDARANAIKE S PUBLIC COMMITMENT TO 
DISSOLVE THE NATIONAL STATE ASSEMBLY (CONSTITUTIONALLY 
REQUIRED BY MAY 22, 1977) AND HOLD GENERAL ELECTIONS 
SOON AFTERWARD. SOME UNP’ERS HAD EXPRESSED FEAR 
THAT, IF MRS. BAND ARAN AIKE FOUND SHE COULD NOT WIN 
EVEN SLFP STRONGHOLD OF MULKIRIGALA.SHE MIGHT 
FOLLOW THE ADVICE OF THOSE IN HER PARTY WHO ARE 
URGING HER TO POSTPONE ELECTIONS. 

REED 
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